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Abstract 
While it’s true that human rights violations are committed against men as well as women, their impact clearly differs 
depending on the sex of the victims. Studies of the subject indicate that all acts of aggression against women exhibit 
some characteristics or other that provides a basis for their classification as gender-based violence. 52 respondents 
chosen from 4 main bachelor programs in UiTM via stratified sampling technique. Towards the end, this research had 
identified the level of awareness on GBV, the causes of this violation and action taken to solve this problem. 
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1. Introduction 
Gender-based violence (GBV) is both a human rights violation and a public health problem affecting 
as many as one out of every three women. It is also an extreme manifestation on gender inequity, 
targeting women and girls because of their subordinate social status in society. It can take the forms of 
psychological, physical or sexual abuse, and in all of its manifestations it can have serious implications 
for woman’s sexual and reproductive health. Violence and the threats of violence can be experienced by 
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every woman-irrespective of age, skin color, religion, and economic or social status. Violence can take 
place everywhere for example on the streets. The snatch thieves often target women, at the workplace in 
terms of sexual harassment, which is often targeted at woman, at home a woman may  not be safe because 
she also can be battered and abused by her spouse and incestuous rape which might occur in the ‘safety’ 
of the home (http://www.paho.org/english/DPM/GPP/GH/VAWhelathsector.htm, pg 1). 
2.  Literature Review 
2.1. Gender-Based Violence 
Over the past few decades, gender-based violence has increasingly come to be recognized as a serious 
problem at the international level, not only for women but also for the attainment of equality, 
development and peace (United Nations, 1986a). The issue has also become a priority for women's 
organizations in the region and a subject for feminist thought during the United Nations Decade for 
Women: Equality, Development and Peace (1976-1985), and in recent years Governments in the region 
have also begun to devote attention to the issue. Meeting on Violence against Women held in 1991, it was 
determined that the existing instruments did not give due consideration to gender-based violence and that 
a specific definition of this crime was lacking. In the opinion of the group, the absence of a clear 
definition hindered the effective application of international human rights regulations aimed at solving 
this problem (United Nations, 1991a, b, and c). 
2.2. Violence Against Women  
Article 1 defines violence against women as "any act of gender-based violence that  results in, or is 
likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such 
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life". Article 2 
states that "violence against women shall be understood to encompass, but not be limited to, the 
following: (a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering, 
sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital 
mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to 
exploitation; (b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general community, 
including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in educational institutions and 
elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced prostitution; (c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence 
perpetrated or condoned by the State, wherever it occurs" (United Nations, 1994). 
2.3.  Domestic Violence 
The term “domestic violence’ is the most commonly employed to describe incidents of familial or 
intimate battering. Domestic violence has been the term most favored by the policymakers because it is 
seen as covering all domestic relationships. The specific nature of gender-based violence in the home is 
such that other, apparently less serious forms of behaviour may also be identified as acts of violence; 
these types of conduct include verbal and emotional aggression, deprivation of liberty, coercion, the 
infliction of physical injuries not severe enough to constitute serious bodily The Fifth International 
Conference of American States, held in Santiago, Chile, in 1923, agreed that every programme of that 
body should work for the abolition of constitutional and legal provisions that deprived women of legal 
capacity in order to uphold their rights. harm, and sexual abuse that does not constitute rape or 
ravishment. JAG (The Joint Action Group) declared domestic violence a ‘social concern’ and called for 
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the enactment of a Domestic Violence Act in Malaysia. The Act was passed by Parliament in 1994, but 
two years later, was yet to be implemented. After eleven years of workshops, campaigning and 
negotiations, the Domestic Violence Act (DVA) was finally implemented on 1st June 1996. 
“Criminalising domestic violence has a powerful symbolic value as it is a clear indication of society’s 
abhorrence of abuse”. 
(Monitoring the Domestic Violence Act 1994 Malaysia, WAO, December 1997). 
The original drafters of the DVA wanted to classify domestic violence as a crime in itself. But this 
proposal was rejected. Under the DVA, domestic violence is not defined as a specific crime punishable by 
new penalties, but it is attached to the Penal Code under definitions and procedures for hurt, criminal 
force and assault. 
2.4.  Sexual Harassment 
Although sexual harassment is a highly complex problem that distorts interpersonal relationships and 
is difficult to identify and delimit, it is generally agreed that the power relation between those involved is 
unequal and abused. Since women generally occupy lower-ranking positions in the employment structure, 
they are more vulnerable to this practice, although cases where women harass men also occur. The 
elements that make sexual harassment possible are the total concentration of power in the hands of a male 
boss on whom a woman depends in order to obtain or keep her job and who determines her wages, job 
performance evaluation, possibilities for promotion, training, and the kind and degree of difficulty of the 
work she must do. There are also risk factors such as women's lower level of job skills, the lack of social 
recognition of the tasks they perform, the more dependent nature of their employment situation, and their 
lesser degree of autonomy and decision-making power. Besides these elements, there are also women's 
socially conditioned lack of assertiveness in resisting and reporting instances of intimidation and coercion 
and the socialization that leads them to think that seduction, overt or otherwise, forms part of any 
relationship with men. Sexual harassment not only arises out of objective differences in the amount of 
power held in the workplace but also out of the "cultural power" which men exercise over women, in 
accordance with the predominant gender system which discriminates against women through the control, 
disposition and use of their sexuality and bodies. There are also cases, therefore, of sexual harassment 
among colleagues or on the part of lower ranking employees of women managers. In these cases, 
harassment is a mechanism used to debase their role in the work place, their professional capabilities and 
their leadership abilities and to draw attention to their sexuality, while at the same time undermining the 
exercise of power of authority by women. 
2.5.  Rape 
Rape is the most extreme form of sexual violence and is based essentially on the use of physical force 
and terror. It inflicts severe physical and emotional injuries on its victims. Some of its worst 
consequences, because they are irreversible, are the transmission of the HIV virus and unwanted 
pregnancy since even in cases of rape, abortion is a punishable offence in most countries of the region. 
The erroneous public perception of the phenomenon of sexual violence is a subject that merits discussion. 
There is a general perception that rapists are unknown to their victims, that they exhibit 
psychopathological and antisocial personality traits and that rape occurs in places and at times considered 
to be dangerous; in actual fact, studies reveal that a woman is more likely to be raped by a relative or an 
acquaintance than by a stranger. For example, study carried out by the documentation and Information 
Centre on Social Movements of Ecuador found that, in 83% of the rape cases reported to the authorities, 
the rapist is a family member or an acquaintance of the victim (León, 1992). The Regional Plan of Action 
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for the Integration of Women into Latin American Economic and Social Development (1977) calls for the 
adoption of measures designed to ensure respect for human rights as well as the physical integrity of 
women deprived of their freedom for whatever reason (ECLAC, 1977). Similarly, the Naiarobi Strategies 
propose the adoption of initiatives designed to protect women from the physical violence and the sexual 
and moral harassment they face when jailed or arrested (United Nations, 1986a). 
3.  Conceptual framework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1.The relationship between the awareness on gender-based violence with the factor that lead to the awareness on that problem 
among students 
 
From the conceptual framework (Figure 1), it shows the relationship between the awareness on 
gender-based violence and the factors contribute to the awareness of gender-based violence. Higher level 
of awareness on gender-based violence may arise from several factors which are: 
The level of understanding on the issue of gender-based violence. Most of the students who are 
understood about gender-based violence will aware on the problem. In other hand, if such problem 
occurs, they know what should be done to handle the situation. 
x The number of cases of the occurrence of gender-based violence also contributed to the awareness on 
gender-based violence. Nowadays, there are increase numbers of cases on gender-based violence 
reported in mass media that lead students aware about the cases. Indirectly, when there is increasing 
number of cases so they will try to take care of themselves especially when they are going for outing. 
x Level of security in our surrounding also lead to the awareness on gender-based violence. Recently, 
the level of safety in public place is low. Everywhere the case of rape, sexual harassment, and theft 
may occur. Since, students alert on the unsafe environment, they have to aware on the case on gender-
based violence so they can avoid being a victim in future. 
3. Methodology  
This study is quantitative in nature. Since the purpose of this study is to examine the level of student’s 
awareness towards gender based violence. This study employed a statistical involving descriptive study 
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and cross tab. For the research, researcher had chosen 52 students from 4 main bachelor programs at 
UiTM Malacca as our sample size by using stratified sampling technique. This is because we want to 
measure the level of awareness among the students about gender based violence. All the information 
gathered from their feedback we use to draw a conclusion about research topic. From this research we 
used questionnaire and structured question as our primary data to gather some information. Researcher 
also use a secondary data in order to obtain information about gender based violence thru organization’s 
website such as AWAM (All Women’s Action Society), data from previous research, library record and 
internet. 
4. Results and Discussions 
Table 1. Profile of respondents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of the respondents were female (46.2%), ages 21-23 years old (71.2%) from 4 main Bachelor 
programs which are Bac. In Administrative Science (BAS), Bac. In Business Administration (BBA).Bac. 
In Accountancy (BACC) and Bac. In International Business(BIB). 
Table 2.Level of understanding about GBV between gender 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Frequency                                  Percent (%) 
Gender   
     Male                                       24 46.2 
 Female 28 53.8 
Age    
     18-20    2 3.8 
     21-23    37 71.2 
24-26    13 25.0 
Program   
     BAS    12 23.1 
     BBA    13 25.0 
     BACC    12 23.1 
     BIB    15 28.8 
 Do you really understand about GBV? Total 
Yes No 
Sex     Male 
 
 
           Female 
19  
79.2% 
5 
20.8% 
24 
100.0% 
 
20 
71.4 % 
 
8 
28.6% 
 
28 
100.0% 
Total 39 
75.0% 
13 
25.0% 
52 
100.0% 
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Most of the respondents understand on the issues of GBV (75%). 
Table 3. Perceived Seriousness of types of Violence 
                                                         Mean                     Std. Deviation 
Date rape    2.4902   .70349 
Rape    2.4231   .69582 
Incest (sex between family member) 2.3922   .75042 
Violence against women  2.3529   .62685 
Violence against disable person  2.3529   .86772 
Sexual Harrasment   2.3077   .70122  
Domestic violence (wife beating)  2.2600   .75078 
  
From findings, respondents had identified that date rape (2.4902) is the most serious violence 
happened currently followed by rape (2.4231) and incest (2.3922). All this happened to youth. The less 
serious violence as their perceived was domestic violence that involve wife beating (2.2600). 
 
Table 4. Causes of Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
 
 
Society who does not perceive VAW as serious problems and reluctances of victims to report the 
violence happened to them to the authority (1.4314) is the main causes of GBV. These because most of 
the victims have low educational level and also declines in religious value (1.3725) lead them to commit 
with GBV. Environmental factor also cause to GBV as living in cramped house and influence from media 
(1.3529).  
      Mean  Std. deviation 
Society does not perceive VAW as serious problems  1.4314  .50020 
Reluctances of victims to report violence   1.4314  .50020 
Low educational level     1.3725  .48829 
Declines in religious value    1.3725  .48829 
Gambling      1.3529  .48264 
Big family live in a small house    1.3529  .48264  
Violence shown in media influence violence behavior  1.3529  .48264 
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Table 5. Perceptions towards violence against women (VAW) 
                                                                                                                             Mean          Std. Deviation 
Only mentally illed men commit VAW    2.6078  .93975 
VAW only happens to family with low income level   2.6078  .82652 
Sexual violence tends to happen to non working women  2.6078  .72328 
Physical abuse towards women because women nag her hubby  2.5098  .70349 
Most rapes are commited by strangers    2.4118  .80440 
VAW that happen more to invalid women    2.1837  .72668 
Rape happens because girls and women dress sexily   2.0000  .80812  
VAW happens to all etchnics groups    1.8000  .67006 
 
Most of the respondents agree that most of VAW cases committed by mentally illed men which their 
family suffered low income level and most of the victims was non working women (2.6078). However 
only few of them agree that dressing sexily (2.0000) lead to VAW and some argued that VAW happens to 
all ethnics groups (1.8000). For them, the most they heard is just cases involved Malays. 
 
Table 6. Action should be taken towards the person who makes the violence. 
                                      Mean  Std. Deviation 
Stroke   1.5882  .49705 
Death penalty  1.5294  .50410 
Jailed   1.3922  .49309 
 
Stroke (1.5882) and death penalty (1.5294) is the main action requested by respondents towards the 
person who make violence and some of the agreed with jailed (1.3922) but they recommended to increase 
the duration from3 to 5 years to 15 to 20 years. 
From the findings it can concluded that if students are aware with gender-based violence including 
sexual harassment, rape, incest, domestic violence, violence against women, date rape and violence 
against disable person, the possibilities of this issue might occur in future is lower.  It is because, when 
they alert about the issue they can try as can as possible to avoid becoming a victims by taking necessary 
steps to safe themselves. In addition, those who really understand about the issues of gender-based 
violence, it may indirectly reduce the number of cases. Finally, nowadays, environment and social life is 
become the most important factors that contribute to the creation of such issues. That is why, the higher 
the level of safety among women the lower the number of women that involve in gender-based violence. 
Nowadays, many women seriously take care on their safety. Many organizations have provides a talks, 
seminars, workshops in order to help women to give clear understanding on the issues and advise them on 
the actions that they should be taken if it happens to them so that in future they will aware about the 
surroundings. Here the findings have support the objective of this research in identifying the awareness 
about gender-based violence among UiTM Malacca students and deeply examine the knowledge about 
gender-based violence among students. In addition, through this research it may directly promote the 
concern among students and individuals about the consequences for committing gender-based violence.   
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4.1. Discussion 
From the findings it can concluded that most of the students understand on the issue of GBV and if 
students are aware with gender-based violence including sexual harassment, rape, incest, domestic 
violence, violence against women, date rape and violence against disable person, the possibilities of this 
issue might occur in future is lower.  It is because, when they alert about the issue they can try as can as 
possible to avoid becoming a victims by taking necessary steps to safe themselves. In addition, those who 
really understand about the issues of gender-based violence, it may indirectly reduce the number of cases. 
Finally, nowadays, environment and social life is become the most important factors that contribute to the 
creation of such issues (as stated in Table 4 and Table 5). That is why, the higher the level of safety 
among women the lower number of women involved in gender-based violence achieved. To prepared 
women and public aware on this issue, many organizations have provides a talks, seminars, workshops in 
order to help them getting clear understanding on the issues and advise them on the actions that should be 
taken if it happens to them so that in future. Here the findings have support the objective of this research 
in identifying the awareness about gender-based violence among UiTM Malacca students and deeply 
examine the knowledge about gender-based violence among students. In addition, through this research it 
may directly promote the concern among students and individuals about the consequences for committing 
gender-based violence.   
5.  Conclusion 
In total, this research had achieved their objectives. From the feedback given shows that most of the 
respondents alert with the issue on gender based violence. They understand on the causes on GBV and 
have their own perception toward this issue. Gender-based violence is a worldwide problem, but in order 
to better understands the patterns of violence and its causes and, hence, to eliminate them, the starting 
point should be knowledge of the particular historical and socio-cultural factors at work in each specific 
context. The specific nature of gender-based violence in the home is such that other, apparently less 
serious forms of behavior may also be identified as acts of violence; these types of conduct include verbal 
and coercion, the infliction of physical injuries not severe enough to constitute serious bodily harm, and 
sexual abuse that does not constitute rape or ravishment. 
The obvious progress made in the region in extending women's formal rights has yet to lead to a 
practical application of those rights on a day-to-day basis either within or outside the sphere of the 
administration of justice. Therefore, it is essential for society's response to the phenomenon to urge 
governments to deepen their reforms and pay attention to the different aspects of gender-based violence. 
Gender-based violence to include the elimination of the institutional hurdles facing women, which lead to 
secondary victimization since when women seek help they are treated with hostility or in a negligent or 
discriminatory fashion by officials in charge of providing them with support. Finally, hoping that the 
research can create higher awareness not only to the respondents but also to the mass as general on facing 
this issues which it’s related to pride of the victims especially children and women. 
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